! How a UK-based Sri Lankan and
: N a team of dedicated British medical
QUY S oo professionals are giving Sri Lankan
NG children a new lease of life

Siluni Ferna
and aroung
Ragama tg
again, De
fortune i
sign of

ast asleep, exhausted perhaps, after taking in the vibrant sights in
. Shes a fortunate little 3-year-old, the rst in her home town of
avel in a big jet plane and see the great city of London. But then
our ordinary little Sri Lankan girl; shes been touched by good
than one. The scar in the centre of her slight chest is a telling
ate she is.

ipient of a magical heart operation by the Guy s Mercy Mission to
ization that conducts free operations on children during

The rstsign of the problem that was to traumatize the family was Devminis
incessant crying. Every baby cries, but this was non-stop, her parents tell
me. Day and night it went on and on. She also seemed to be struggling
when doing something as natural as breathing. Numerous visits to the
General Practitioner as well as the Ragama hospital proved useless as
doctors insisted that there was absolutely nothing wrong with the little
one. Perhaps the most galling thing or this may be something that is
understandable to a certain extent in Sri Lanka depending on how you
look atit was the fact that doctors refused to provide the family an
Echo examination. After endless months and attempts to get the
doctors to agree to an Echo, the family nally succeeded, only to £
nd out that 11 month old Devmini had a tiny hole in the heart. £
The condition is one that most babies are born with but it is
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